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Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The invention of claim 16 pertains to a method for accessing, engaging and managing 
human resources to perform a task. Initially, a task is broken down into different types 
atomic units of work needed to perform the task [0046], [0048]. A notification is then 
electronically provided to a pool of potential applicants of the need to produce at least one of 
the types of atomic unit of work [0051]. The work, once performed, is capable of being 
transmitted electronically over the Internet to an employer computer system See FIG. 5. The 
notified pool of workers includes at least one applicant who is qualified to perform the 
relevant type of atomic unit of work. [0026] 

At least one candidate is selected from within the pool to perform the at least one type 
of atomic unit of work [0052-0053], after which payment is negotiated for each atomic unit 
of work the selected candidate [0047], after which each selected candidate is compensated the 
negotiated amount for each atomic unit of work performed. [0059] 

The invention of claim 18 is dependent upon claim 16 and further requires the step of 
determining the pool of potential candidates via an indirect message delivery process. See 
[0015]: "All communications between an EWP participant and employer may be handled via 
the Administrative System, as opposed to direct communications with the participant. This 
indirect communication channel facilitates privacy protection and dispute resolution" 

Claim 19 pertains to a method for performing a task. Hie method involves first 
separating the task into subparts [0046], [0048], so that certain of the subparts can be 
performed as atomic units by members of a pool of potential workers. Id. The method then 
entails determining the type of atomic units of work needed to perform the subparts of the 
task that are performable on an atomic unit basis. See [0046], At least one candidate is 
selected to perform each type of atomic unit of work [0057]. The work product is received 
over the Internet at an employer computer system [003 1]-[0032], at which time the selected 
candidates are compensated for each received atomic unit of work [0045]-[0047]; see also 
[0059]. 
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Claim 21 pertains to a method for utilizing the skills of independent contractors. The 
skills of the contractors have been input as searchable data in an electronic database [0043] 
and the method involves first searching the database [0049] to identify a group of individual 
independent contractors whose skills match criteria for a type of atomic unit of work [0046] T 
[0048]. The method next entails offering to the individual independent contractors in the 
identified group an opportunity to perform the type of atomic units of work [0051]. At least 
one individual independent contractor is selected from the group to perform the type of 
atomic units of work, and is provided uncompleted atomic units of work [0053]. The method 
next entails receiving the work product for each completed atomic unit of work from the 
selected individual independent contractor over the Internet at an employer computer system 
[0059]. The selected individual independent contractor is paid for each completed atomic 
unit of work Id. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date: March 13, 2010 



Phillip M. Pippenger, Reg. No. 46,055 
LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYER, LTD. 
Two Prudential Plaza 
180 North Stetson Ave., Suite 4900 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-6731 
(312) 616-5600 (telephone) 



3 



PAGE W RCVD AT 5113/2010 11:53:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/0 * DNIS:2738300 * C8ID:18475560416 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-00 



